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1. l/CI uses general material on the availability of c mmm®? 
goods to evsimet® official Soviet data mi production md retail sales 
of coceusier goods » For this reason, reports of extreme shortages m 
evidenced by box* shelves, long queue®, or unofficial rationtog, and 
reports of great surpluses are of considerable value* Hoperta such 
as ifea subject- report which indicate neither shortages nor -suxplases 
art liiewiso of value. 

2* Of particular interact in the present report are the eowacnts 
«s the availability of radio®: and f? sets, Thee© oomsnts arc of "rS, v» 
to totexpretlng the large decline to the rate of Increase to the pro- 
duction of radio and ff mats to 1956— a decline which suggests that 
'the i 960 goal Mil cot he fulfilled and that high prices nay .limit 
©e«gtt»0F0* willingness aid ability to buy* 

3 * ihe reporter keeps to mind the principle- that price 
tofomation to be nest useful should specify t toe,, place, particular 
coRsncrciial outlet, brand, and quality of good* 
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